
                                                                        
     

                                                                   

                                     

  

        

  

 

 HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL – 34
ST

 SESSION 

 

Side-Event 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UN GLOBAL STUDY ON 

CHILDREN DEPRIVED OF LIBERTY   

 

  
Date and Venue: 14:00 – 15:30 

 Wednesday, 8 March 2017 

 Palais des Nations, Room XXIV 

 

Organisation: European Inter-University Centre for Human Rights and Democratisation 

 Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 

 Office of the Special Representative on Violence against Children 

 Office of the Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict    

 International Detention Coalition  
  NGO Panel for the Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty 
   

Sponsored by: Delegation of the European Union to the UNOG  

 Permanent Mission of Austria to the UNOG  

  Permanent Mission of Chile to the UNOG 

     Permanent Mission of Switzerland to the UNOG 

 Permanent Mission of Uruguay to the UNOG  

   

Background & rationale: 

 

The Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty has been officially requested in General 

Assembly Resolution A/RES/69/157 in December 2014 in order to address the rights of 

children deprived of liberty, including the acute lack of comprehensive, qualitative and 

quantitative disaggregated data on the length, conditions, and reasons for their placement. 

The Study aims at strengthening data systems, identifying good practices and formulating 

concrete recommendations at national, regional and international level to inform legislative 

and policy changes, to prevent detention and reduce the number of children deprived of their 

liberty and putting in place effective non-custodial alternatives and promoting long lasting 

reintegration strategies. 

 

After more than three years of extensive and collaborative advocacy efforts of many different 

stakeholders, the Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty has finally reached its early 

implementation phase with the appointment of Professor Manfred Nowak in October 2016 as 

Independent Expert leading the Study.  

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                        
     

                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

It is now time to identify a methodology of work and partners who can contribute to the 

implementation of the ambitious scope of the Study. While the existing and continuous 

support of several UN mandate holders remains crucial, also new avenues of partnerships 

need to be pursued to move the Global Study forward, especially in the light of yet 

insufficient resources allocated to the implementation of the Study. 

 

 

Objectives:  

 

 Marking the start of the implementation of the Study, inform about its anticipated 

content, scope and outcomes (stressing the formulation of best practices and possible 

legislative changes at national and regional levels); 

 

 Mobilization of all stakeholders to contribute to and support the implementation of the 

Study; 

 

 Identification of the role different stakeholders can play in the implementation of the 

Study, also with an eye to the cross-cutting nature of the Study; 

 

 Exchange about the different phases of the Study and the methodology. 

 

 

 

Programme: 

 

Opening remarks from co-sponsors:  

 Ambassador Thomas Hajnoczi, Permanent Representative of the Permanent 

Mission of Austria to the UNOG  

 

 Ambassador Sabrina Dallafior, Deputy Permanent Representative of the Permanent 

Mission of Switzerland to the UNOG 

 

Introduction by the moderator: 

 Benoit van Keirsbilck, Director of Defence for Children International-Belgium, co-

convenor of the NGO Panel on the Global Study on Children Deprived of Liberty 

and member of the Advisory Board to the Study – On the thematic background of the 

Study and the role of the the NGO Panel (co-convened by HRW and DCI). 

 

Panel discussion: 

 Ms Marta Santos Pais, Special Representative of the Secretary General on Violence 

Against Children – On the preparatory process in the UN system and the role of the 

UN Task Force, the Advisory Body and the OSRSG VAC in that process and in the 

process to come. Briefly recalling the how the UN VAC Study helped to place the 

topic high on the international agenda and providing information on how the 

mandate is planning to support the development of the Global Study on Children 

Deprived of Liberty. 

 



                                                                        
     

                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mr Manfred Nowak, Independent Expert leading the Global Study on Children 

Deprived of Liberty - On his mandate, elaborating on the scope, content, next steps 

and expected outcomes of the Study and on the role of different stakeholders. 

Pointing out main challenges faced at this stage as well as challenges expected in the 

implementation process of the Study     

 

 Ms Leila Zerrougui, Special Representative of the Secretary General for Children 

and Armed Conflict – Pointing out the importance of the Study on issues relating to 

her mandate on Children And Armed Conflict and in that regard how the Study can 

bring about concrete changes and vice versa, how the OSRSG CAAC can contribute 

to the Study. Sharing best practices gathered from the Machel Study which could 

prove useful to the Independent Expert in carrying out his mandate. 

 

 Mr Ben Lewis, International Detention Coalition (member of the Advisory Board to 

the Study) – Stressing the need for civil society involvement, pointing out how civil 

society can and is involved (particularly through the NGO Panel) and which 

innovative partnerships can be created and fostered to move the Study forward and 

support the work of the Independent Expert. Elaborating on the specificity of the 

detention of refugee and migrant children as one cluster of the Study.   

  

Remarks from co-sponsors: 

 Ms Ana Brito-Maneira, Delegation of the EU to the UNOG 

 

 Ms Cristina Gonzales, Permanent Mission of Uruguay to the UNOG  

   

Questions and answers from the floor   

 

  

 


